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Portals or Pajamas? Imagine what is hiding in the closet 

Washington County Museum of Fine Arts 

Transfer Goal FA5:  Utilize artistic skills to perform or create expressively with appropriate interpretation and technical 

accuracy, and in a manner appropriate to the audience and context that relates to personal experiences and emotions. 

Enduring Understanding: Students combine and apply artistic and reasoning skills to imagine, create, realize and refine 

artworks in conventional and innovative ways.  

How can using your imagination enrich your life and the way you look at art created by other artists? 

 

#ARTaDayCHALLENGE 
Stuff you’ll need: Read through the challenge to decide…the materials you use are up to you!  

LOOK at the painting called Carver School #2. Sherry Zvares 

Sanabria (1937-2014) is an artist whose luminous paintings focus on 

the spaces and locales where people have experienced profound 

moments in their lives, places that seem to hold the spirits of those 

who inhabited them (https://www.sherrysanabria.com/about-the-

artist). Notice the strong light coming in from windows that are out 

of view and the closet door that is slightly open. Just a sliver of light 

falls into the mysterious closet. The empty space on the left side of 

the room leads to many questions about what has happened in 

the space and what the space was used for.  

THIINK about what lies behind the closet doors. Think about what 

could happen in the empty space. What did your imagination tell 

you as soon as you saw this painting? What feeling does it give you 

when you see this empty space, bright light, and slightly open 

closet? Is it calming or does it make you nervous or excited? What 

furniture, activity, event, animal, person, etc. could belong in the 

empty space? What about the closet door?  

CREATE!  What do you imagine happening in the empty space or in the 

closet? Does it lead to another world or dimension? Do fairies enter 

from their world using the magical closet? Is the room a ballroom with a 

grand fairy party taking place? Create whatever you imagine! 

Reflect: How did using your imagination enrich your experience while looking at art? How did using your 

imagination help you to look more deeply at the details in the painting? 

Writing Journal Prompt: Write a story about the first time you opened the closet door. What did you experience when you opened the 

closet door all of the way. Include the sounds you heard and the first thing you saw. 

TAG US! 
Facebook: @WashingtonCountyMuseumofFineArts 

Instagram: @WCMFA #ArtADayChallenge 

 

Sherry Zvares Sanabria (American, 1937-2014) 

CarverSchool #2, 2004 

Acrylic on paper 
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